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JOHN TOLY
Artist Statement

Local artist and long-time resident of the Roaring Fork
Valley, John Toly likes his pictures to have a feeling of
mood, harmony, beauty, and the idea of time and place.
A sense of mystery is also important. All of this in a good
composition is what he strives for in his work.

Watercolor is the ideal medium for John because it lends
itself to be ambiguous, ephemeral, and well defined.
What medium could be more natural than one made of
pigment, water, and resin from a tree (Qum arabic) and
painted on paper made of pure cotton?

My pictures are about the beauty and mood of the
landscape all around us. For sure, a very traditional idea:
our place.

Biography

Originally from Rock Springs, Wyoming, artist John
Toly found his way to the mountains of Colorado in the
late 1960s. He soon learned to ski and began painting
watercolor landscapes, finding a happy home in Vail,
then Aspen later on. In the spring of 1974, he moved to
the old silver mining town of Crystal City to paint full time
for the summer. That autumn he moved to Carbondale
for the winter and set up a painting studio apartment in
the old Dinkel Building. John kept his studio apartment
there for over 30 years and participated in several art
shows during that time.

Today, John still resides in Carbondale and lives in an

old Carbondale church which he restored to be his home
and studio. The eighty-three year old artist paints positive
feeling watercolors even though some depict dark

and stormy weather. Mount Sopris in its many moods
remains one of his favorite subjects.
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Know Your Artist,
Know Your Art

Carbondale Arts believes in the power of art and we know you
do, too. There is a deep connection that happens when you
purchase a piece of art, and getting to know the artist makes
that connection even deeper. Carbondale Arts hosts over 10
art exhibitions every year. Find some art you love and dive in.

We have launched a “Know Your Artist, Know Your Art”
campaign, as Carbondale Arts works to build relationships
between artists and patrons. Inspired by the Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) model of Investing in local food,
this Community Supported Art movement promotes the
investment of local artists making a living in and around the
Carbondale Creative District, where Carbondale Arts makes
its home.

R2 Gallery Committee Members

Staff: Brian Colley, Staci Dickerson, Amy Kimberly
Non-staff: Savanna LaBauve (chair), Marilyn Lowey,
Sally Nicholson, Vanessa Porras, Laura Stover, David
Thickman, and Matt Vickers

Learn more about this exhibition and visit the space
virtually at carbondalearts.com/exhibitions
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